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Romans 4:9-15 NLT 
“Now, is this blessing only for the Jews, or is it also for uncircumcised Gentiles? 
Well, we have been saying that Abraham was counted as righteous by God 
because of his faith. But how did this happen? Was he counted as righteous only 
after he was circumcised, or was it before he was circumcised? Clearly, God 
accepted Abraham before he was circumcised! Circumcision was a sign that 
Abraham already had faith and that God had already accepted him and declared 
him to be righteous—even before he was circumcised. So Abraham is the spiritual 
father of those who have faith but have not been circumcised. They are counted 
as righteous because of their faith. And Abraham is also the spiritual father of 
those who have been circumcised, but only if they have the same kind of faith 
Abraham had before he was circumcised. Clearly, God’s promise to give the whole 
earth to Abraham and his descendants was based not on his obedience to God’s 
law, but on a right relationship with God that comes by faith. If God’s promise is 
only for those who obey the law, then faith is not necessary, and the promise is 
pointless. For the law always brings punishment on those who try to obey it. (The 
only way to avoid breaking the law is to have no law to break!)” 
 
 

1. PEOPLE OF FAITH  

 
A. It is to be understood that people become righteous by faith alone, not by  
obeying the Jewish Law. From Paul’s readers now come the following  
question: 
 
Is righteousness available to the uncircumcised? Their belief was that 
righteousness was only available to those who were already circumcised. Yet the 



scriptures we read say otherwise. We understand clearly that Abraham received 
righteousness from God before he was circumcised.  
 
B. This new understanding of God’s grace opened the door for all to be made  
righteousness—whether circumcised or not—Jew and Gentile! 
 
Romans 4:9-11 NLT 
“Now, is this blessing only for the Jews, or is it also for uncircumcised Gentiles? 
Well, we have been saying that Abraham was counted as righteous by God 
because of his faith. But how did this happen? Was he counted as righteous only 
after he was circumcised, or was it before he was circumcised? Clearly, God 
accepted Abraham before he was circumcised! Circumcision was a sign that 
Abraham already had faith and that God had already accepted him and declared 
him to be righteous—even before he was circumcised. So Abraham is the spiritual 
father of those who have faith but have not been circumcised. They are counted 
as righteous because of their faith.” 
 
“God accepted Abraham before he was circumcised.” 
 
A. Circumcision was a sign! (Baptism) 
 
Genesis 17:23-27 NLT 
“On that very day Abraham took his son, Ishmael, and every male in his 
household, including those born there and those he had bought. Then he 
circumcised them, cutting off their foreskins, just as God had told him. Abraham 
was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised, and Ishmael, his son, was 
thirteen. Both Abraham and his son, Ishmael, were circumcised on that same day, 
along with all the other men and boys of the household, whether they were born 
there or bought as servants. All were circumcised with him.” 
 
 
Romans 4:11-12 NLT 
“Circumcision was a sign that Abraham already had faith and that God had 
already accepted him and declared him to be righteous—even before he was 
circumcised. So Abraham is the spiritual father of those who have faith but have 
not been circumcised. They are counted as righteous because of their faith. And 



Abraham is also the spiritual father of those who have been circumcised, but only 
if they have the same kind of faith Abraham had before he was circumcised.” 
 
EXPLAIN: 
 
1. Spiritual father of those who have faith but remain uncircumcised 
 
2. Spiritual father of those who have been circumcised and have the same  
kind of faith as Abraham 
 
CONCLUSIONS: 
 
1. Ceremonies and ordinances of the church do not save, (Baptism, Lord’s  
Supper, Fasting, etc.) even in part! Circumcision does not provide  
righteousness nor does baptism bring about regeneration. 
 
2. Neither does the Law save. If the Law did save, faith is then of no effect.  
 
A. The PROMISE was made 430 years before the Law was given to Moses. 
 
Genesis 12:1-3 NLT 
“The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your 
father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. I will make you into a great 
nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 
I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All 
the families on earth will be blessed through you.” 
 
Conclusion: Abraham’s righteousness was not contingent upon the Law, but was 
received because of his FAITH!!! 
 
 

1. THE PROVISIONS OF FAITH 

 
Abraham was justified by faith! WHY did God choose to save Abraham, or anyone 
else, by faith alone? 
 



A. That it might be by GRACE ALONE—that He might receive all the glory— 
His rightful glory! 
 
B. That the PROMISE might be sure to all the seed—those of the Law and  
those who have faith like Abraham 
 
Romans 4:16 NLT 
“So the promise is received by faith. It is given as a free gift. And we are all certain 
to receive it, whether or not we live according to the law of Moses, if we have 
faith like Abraham’s. For Abraham is the father of all who believe.” 
 
Conclusions: 
 
A. If salvation is by grace, it is available to everyone. 
 
B. By Faith, Abraham is the father of us all. 
 
 
Romans 4:17 NLT 
“That is what the Scriptures mean when God told him, “I have made you the 
father of many nations.” This happened because Abraham believed in the God 
who brings the dead back to life and who creates new things out of nothing.” 
 
The preceding verse is not about the resurrection. Instead it speaks of God’s 
power to give life to Sarah’s dead reproductive organs—she was far beyond 
childbearing years. 
 
Hebrews 11:17-19 NLT 
“It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing 
him. Abraham, who had received God’s promises, was ready to sacrifice his only 
son, Isaac, even though God had told him, “Isaac is the son through whom your 
descendants will be counted.” Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able 
to bring him back to life again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back 
from the dead.” 
 
 
 



Romans 4:18-19 NLT 
“Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that 
he would become the father of many nations. For God had said to him, “That’s 
how many descendants you will have!” And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even 
though, at about 100 years of age, he figured his body was as good as dead—and 
so was Sarah’s womb.” 
 
A. Abraham believed the PROMISE. 
 
B. Abraham knew that children were not born to elderly parents but He  
believed God. 
 
C. Abraham was strong in faith. 
 
D. Abraham believed God could do that which seemed impossible. 
 
E. Abraham believed in the POWER of God. 
 
F. Abraham believed in a PERSON. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Our faith in not found in an ordinance, a local church, or even some great book of 
philosophy, but our faith is found in God!!! 
 
Abraham believed in the PROMISE, POWER, and the PERSON of God. He waited 
about 15 years for the promise to be fulfilled (birth of Isaac). 
 
It pays to WAIT ON GOD! Only one time does it occur in scripture that God is 
pictured as in a hurry: 
 
Luke 15:20 NLT 
““So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, 
embraced him, and kissed him.” 
 
 



Romans 4:21-22 NLT 
 “He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises. And 
because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as righteous.” 
 
A. These verses represent great evidence of faith (fully persuaded) 
 
B. Such faith results in righteousness (imputed to believers—“put on  
account”) 
 
 
FINAL CONCLUSIONS: 
 
Romans 4:23-25NLT 
 
“And when God counted him as righteous, it wasn’t just for Abraham’s benefit. It 
was recorded for our benefit, too, assuring us that God will also count us as 
righteous if we believe in him, the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 
He was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make 
us right with God.” 
 
We, like Abraham, are made righteous by our belief and NOT BY WORKS. In doing 
so, believing, is the proof that God accepted the sacrifice of Jesus.  
 
A. Abraham looked forward to the work of Christ. 
 
John 8:56 NLT 
“Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and 
was glad.”” 
 
B. We look back to the finished work of Christ who was delivered for our  
offenses and was raised again for our justification. 
 
Romans 4:25 NLT 
“He was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make 
us right with God.” 
 



“All the promises of the Bible, including those made to Abraham, center around 
the empty tomb, which liberates us from the penalty of sin.” 
 
THANK GOD FOR HIS PROMISES, HIS FAITH, HIS GRACE and HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
 


